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From the President 
 As the 2023-2024 school year 

draws to a close, I would like to 

take this time to recognize the 

hard work that SOTA members 

have done over the past year.  We 

have navigated a change in our 

Provincial government, numerous 

changes in the Superintendent’s 

team in our board office, and 

patiently await the upcoming 

arbitration hearing for a new 

provincial collective agreement.  

Through all these changes, know 

that the Seven Oaks Teachers’ 

Association and MTS have 

continued to work with you and 

on your behalf. The commitment 

of our members to supporting our 

students and our community has 

not gone unnoticed.   

I would like to acknowledge those 

who are stepping back from the 

SOTA Executive for next year, Julie 

Springer (outgoing Treasurer), 

Joanne Kosheluk, and Catherine 

Hart. Many thanks for 

volunteering your time and for 

your dedication to the teachers of 

SOTA!  

 

Your 2024-2025 SOTA Executive 

welcomes new members: Renata 

Gawlik, Michelle Janzic, Ben Nein, 

and Steven Sprange. Our returning 

Executive members are Jeff 

Cieszecki, Karen Vaarmeyer, Mark 

Behrendt, Lindsay Brown, Lina 

Arruda, Amanda Karpinsky, Jordan 

Laidlaw, and Lisa Meyers.  
 

Enjoy the summer break and be 

sure to take time to rest, recharge, 

and rejuvenate!  See you in the fall. 

In Solidarity,  

Jeff Cieszecki 
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The application 
process for PD 
taking place in 

July, August, and 
September 2024 
is closed (as of 
June 3, 2024). 

 
Members are 

encouraged to 
apply for PD 

activities taking 
place from 

October 2024 to 
June 2025. 

 
For more info 
visit the SOTA 

website. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

SOTA/Board PD Fund Q&A 
What should I include in the 

rationale? 

The PD application must have a 

rationale that includes:  

i) How does attending this PD inform 

your practice? 

ii) How does attending this PD impact 

your work in Seven Oaks? 
 

How many members from the same 

school can attend an Out of Province 

PD?  

There is a limit of 4 approved 

applications per school/site for the 

same conference or workshop. 

How much tuition is covered by the 

fund? 

Eligible tuition fees will be reimbursed at 

1/3 of the tuition amount to a 

maximum of $500.00 Canadian per 3 

credit hours. 
 

I don’t know the name of the course I 

am taking next semester. Can I still 

apply for tuition?  

Yes! Enter your tuition request and note 

that information is pending. You must 

then provide the specific details at least 

10 days prior to the start of the course. 

 

General PD Fund Information 
 

• Members may be approved for funding for up to TWO activities per 

year not including Educational Leave, Member Initiated Projects, and 

the MTS PD Day. 

• All applications must include rationale (summary of activity and 

relevance to teaching) to be considered for funding support. 

• The Board/SOTA Professional Development Fund will reimburse 

teachers/clinicians up to a maximum of $100.00 towards their 

registration fee for the MTS Professional Development Day. 

Reimbursement Requests can be made from the first school day in 

September until 2 weeks following the MTS PD Day.  

• SOTA members are allowed to apply for Professional Development 

opportunities including: 

➢ In-province conferences or workshops 

➢ Out of Province conferences 

➢ Tuition 

➢ MTS Professional Development Day 

➢ Webinars 

➢ Classroom visitations 

➢ Educational Leave 

➢ Member Initiated Project 

Complete PD Fund information is available on the SOTA website: 

http://www.sotamb.org/sotaboard-pd-fund.html 

www.sotamb.org 

http://www.sotamb.org/sotaboard-pd-fund.html


2019 Fall Reception 

 

 

SOTA is on 

Instagram 

Our SOTA Instagram 

has posts and 

stories about the 

latest news and 

events about our 

association. 

Follow us using the 

QR code below: 

 

 

SPOT the ERROR!  

If you spot an error 

in the ACORN, email 

the SOTA office. 

You could win a gift 

card and your very 

own, Oakley, the 

SOTA phone holder! 
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Check the MTS 

Website 

(www.mbteach.org) 

for more on the 

following:  
 

 

2024-2025  

Membership Fee: 

 

For active members will be 

$1,228, an increase from the 

2023-2024 fee of $1,123. 

For more info on MTS 

Provincial Council:  

https://www.mbteach.org/

mtscms/2024/05/25/mts-

105th-annual-general-

meeting/ 

 

 

The IBPOC takeover issue of 

the MB Teacher is now 

available! 

https://www.mbteach.org/

mtscms/2024/06/18/mb-

teacher-spring-2024/ 

 

MTS Updates

www.sotamb.org 

Bill 35 Information 
Bill 35 –The Education Administration Amendment Act will enact significant reforms 

to the public education system. The bill which received royal assent on May 30, 2023, 

will be implemented through a selective proclamation process (become law) in the 

stages outlined below: 

Appoint a director of certification to oversee the certification process for teachers 

and the registry (completed). 

Appoint a commissioner to receive and process misconduct or incompetence 

complaints from any source, including school divisions (summer 2024). 

Create a public online registry of teachers (launch January 2025). 

Establish competence standards that teachers must meet to be issued and maintain 

a teaching certificate (TBA). 

The Society is actively involved in consultations with the department of education and 

will continue to provide updates throughout the process. 

The following guide provides the most up to date information about the implications 

of Bill 35 on the teaching profession, as well as the MTS positions that we are 

advocating for in our discussions with government. 

Learn about how teacher competence will be determined under the new legislation, 

the composition of the hearing panel and your rights to representation. 

Get answers to these questions and more, including the MTS position on anonymous 

complaints and timelines for filing complaints. 

For more information, see the link below:  

https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/22/bill-35-mts-continues-fight-for-

fairness-due-process/ 

 

 

https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/25/mts-105th-annual-general-meeting/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/25/mts-105th-annual-general-meeting/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/25/mts-105th-annual-general-meeting/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/25/mts-105th-annual-general-meeting/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/06/18/mb-teacher-spring-2024/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/06/18/mb-teacher-spring-2024/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/06/18/mb-teacher-spring-2024/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/22/bill-35-mts-continues-fight-for-fairness-due-process/
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2024/05/22/bill-35-mts-continues-fight-for-fairness-due-process/


    

www.sotamb.org 

SOTA Council

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2024-2025 SOTA Executive 
President: Jeff Cieszecki 
Vice President: Karen Vaarmeyer 
Treasurer: Mark Behrendt 
Secretary: Lindsay Brown 
Members at Large: 
Lina Aruda    Jordan Laidlaw   

Renata Gawlik   Lisa Meyers 

Michelle Janzic   Benjamin Nein 

Amanda Karpinsky  Steven Sprange 
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What Is SOTA Council?  
SOTA Council is the governing body of Seven Oaks Teachers’ 

Association.  

Who makes up SOTA Council? 
Each school or workplace is allowed one Councillor for each ten 

members and at least one alternate for every two Councillors. One 

Councillor shall be designated the Head Councillor 

What does SOTA Council do? 
SOTA Council meets each month to direct and supervise such affairs 

of the Association as lie within the Council’s jurisdiction. This 

includes, but is not limited to, reviewing and setting the 

Association’s budget and membership fees, approving resolutions 

and SOTA candidates to MTS Provincial Council, receiving and 

reviewing Executive Member reports, and discussing member 

concerns and issues.  

How can I join SOTA Council?  
At the start of the school year, there will be a call out to all schools for 

SOTA Councillors. School Admin collect the names of all interested 

teachers then submit to the SOTA office.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to all SOTA  

Long Service 

Members, 

Retiring 

Members, and 

2024 

Scholarship 

Recipients!  

 

 

 

 

 

SOTA Retirement Honourees 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SOTA EVENTS

www.sotamb.org 

SOTA Retirement and Long Service Reception 

From left to right: Jeff Cieszecki (SOTA President), Michele Slipec, 

Ruby Schilke, Bobby Burns, Elizabeth Walker, Darlene Wakula 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all 

who came out to 

support our 

honourees on 

Tuesday, June 4, 

2024, at Prairie’s 

Edge in Kildonan 

Park for this 

fantastic event!  

 

 

 

www.sotamb.org 

SOTA Long Service Honourees 
 

(Back- l to r): Jeff Cieszecki, Charlene Eckert, Tamara Briggs, Anna Pancotto, 

Amanda Martin, Cathy Gingera, Stacey Brown, Karen Vaarmeyer 

(Front- L to R): Mile MacFarlane, Daniel Leclair, Rick Stocki, Jason Degagnes 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOTA EVENTS
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Each SOTA 

Scholarship 

recipient 

receives 

$1000 toward 

their studies!  

 

 

 

 

 

The MTS Annual 

Golf Tournament 

took place on June 

8, 2024. It was a 

great day for 

weather and golf!  

Many thanks to 

hosts SRTA and 

RETTA for an 

awesome event!   

 

 

 

2024 SOTA Scholarship Recipients 

 

Navreet Ghuman-  

Maples MET 
 

Taya Clark- GC 

Isabella Pereira- 
WK 

Hailey Budzan- WK 
 

 

Gabriella Lupu- GC 

 

MTS Annual Golf Tournament 



September 2024 

17th - SOTA Executive (new date- amended from Sept. 10th) 

24th - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

October 2024 

1st - SOTA Executive 

15th - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

November 2024 

5th - SOTA Executive 

26th - SOTA Council Meeting- Virtual 

December 2024 

3rd- SOTA Executive 

17th - SOTA Council Meeting- Virtual 

January 2025 

7th - SOTA Executive 

21st - SOTA Council Meeting- Virtual 

February 2025 

4th - SOTA Executive 

18th - SOTA Council Meeting- Virtual 

March 2025 

4th- SOTA Executive 

18th - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

April 2025 

8th - SOTA Executive 

22nd - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

May 2025 

6th - SOTA Executive 

13th - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

June 2025 

3rd - SOTA Executive 

17th - SOTA Council Meeting- Collège Garden City Collegiate Library 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

2024-2025 SOTA Dates
 

 

 

 

SOTA Council 

Each school or 

workplace is allowed 

one councillor for each 

ten members and at 

least one alternate for 

every two councillors. 

One councillor shall be 

designated the Head 

Councillor. 

 

Join us at Council, 

typically the third 

Tuesday of each month. 

 

 Get involved 

with SOTA 

Council! 

Contact Us  

SOTA office 
204-985-6120  

 
President  

Jeff Cieszecki   

president@sota. 

mbteach.org 

 

Vice President  

Karen Vaarmeyer  

vicepresident@sota. 

mbteach.org  

 

All matters will be dealt 

with in confidence. 

 

Manitoba Teachers’ Society 

general switchboard: 

204-888-7961 

www.sotamb.org 
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