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/From the President

As we approach the spring season, the
Seven Oaks Teachers’ Association (SOTA)
focuses on electing its Executive for the
upcoming school year. Teacher union
leadership plays a crucial role in
addressing the concerns of educators.
This leadership can take many formes,
such as serving on a SOTA or MTS
committee, acting as a Head Councillor,
Councillor, or Alternate for your
worksite, or becoming a member of the
SOTA Executive.

If you're interested in joining the SOTA
Executive for next year, please refer to
page 5 of The Acorn for details on how
to become a candidate for various
positions. For those looking to join a
SOTA committee, be sure to visit the
SOTA website, follow us on Instagram,
or stay tuned for updates at our SOTA
Engaging in any of these roles offersa ~ Council meetings. If you're interested
deeper understanding of the teaching  in getting involved with MTS, visit
profession—whether at the local level in  mbteach.org for more information.
Seven Oaks, provincially in Manitoba, MTS will be issuing an open call in the
nationally, or even globally. It provides spring for members to join working

an opportunity for your voice to be group committees for the upcoming
heard and offers a better understanding vyear.

of the political landscape of public

] If you have any questions or would
education. y va

like to learn more about how to get
Union involvement also serves as a involved in your union, don't hesitate
platform for addressing key issues, such  to contact the SOTA Office at 204-985-
as collective agreement concerns 6120 or via email at
(salaries, working conditions), labour office@sota.mbteach.org.
rights (freedom from violence, mental
health supports), and the status of the
profession (teachers’ role in society,
professional voice, and public
perceptions).

Jeff Cieszecki

www.sotamb.org



SOTA/Board Professional Development Fund

Board/SOTA

PD Fund

The Seven Oaks Teachers' Association and Seven Oaks School Division recognize the importance of teacher
reflective practice and continuous growth. The Joint SOTA/Board PD fund is available for teachers to access
autonomous professional development activities.

You may be approved for funding for up to TWO activities per year
not including Educational Leave and the MTS Professional Development Day

&

In Province Fund

In-Province activities that are eligible for funding include: Workshops,
Conferences, Classroom/Site Visitations, Cooperating Teacher/Teacher
Candidate Collaboration, Webinars, and Tuition.

The application deadline for In-Province requests is 10
calendar days prior to the start of the activity (including

Applications for

Tuition).
y . In Province,
— Tuition including tuiti
I—— All tuition requests must be approved 10 calendar BEFORE a course starts. Inciuding tuition,
Courses must be from an accredited post-secondary institution (University,
College) towards a graduate must be
degree in education (PBDE/Masters/Ph.D.) .
D . submitted a
Eligible tuition fees will be reimbursed at 1/3 of the tuition amount to a
IIII—maximum of $500.00 Canadian per 3 credit hours. minimum of
Out of Province Fund 10 days prior to
Applications may be approved once every three years to attend a ~ the a ctivity .

conference or present at a conference. The fund is restricted to

conferences in Canada and continental U.S.A.
A maximum of $2750 Canadian may be granted per application ’
(plus sub costs). ‘ .\
Limit of 4 approved applications per school/site for the same
conference or workshop.

& Py
2 2 d

) Educational Leave Questions about
The Educational Leave Fund supports individual teachers and teams of up )
to five teachers by providing funds for release time to study, discuss, PD? Call A
research, observe and/or investigate educational topics
v M O oo : P SOTA VP,
. ) Funding deadlines are:
= November 1st for leaves to be used January - June 30 of the current Karen Va rmayar
tA A school year Y
T ang April 1st for leaves to be used September - January 31 of the next school at
year
) MIP Grant 204-985-6120.

The Member Initiated Project (MIP) grant allows individual members or teams
of two members, to extend their learning related to their practice and gives
them the opportunity to develop and implement resources

The grant has two funding application periods with six MIP applications
supported in each funding period. Deadlines are October 1st and
February 1st. .

MTS PD Day

The Board/SOTA PD Fund will reimburse teachers/clinicians up to a
maximum of $100.00 towards their registration fee for the MTS
Professional Development Day.

Requests can be made from the first school day in September
until two weeks following the MTS Professional Development Day.

For more information about the Joint SOTA/Board PD Guidelines visit sotamb.org

www.sotamb.org




SOTA Contest Corner

9

| Love to Read Month

Send your name and the correct Children’s Book Titles .
by February 28", 2025, to vicepresident@sota.mbteach.org

to enter to win one of five SOTA prize bundles.

\*o%i%em} booli—~
EMOJI PICTIONARY

GUESS THE TITLE OF THE CHILDREN'S BOOK BY USING THE EMQUIS!
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Published by: Paul Memorial Library

www.sotamb.org
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MTS Events

€ o WOMEN AND
LEADERSHIP

Symposium | 2025

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

Empowering Capacity, Confidence and Voice Through the
Connections We Make

MTS's annual Women'’s Symposium is organized to bring women and gender diverse
people from the Society together in a supportive environment; to network, dialogue,
collaborate and learn from each other.

Dates: Friday, March 7, 2025, and Saturday, March 8, 2025

Conference fee: $100 (members) $150 (non-members)

Location: McMaster House, 191 Harcourt St.
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2025/01/23/women-and-leadership-symposium-

2024/

Colour

of Courage

LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

Networking and Professional Learning Opportunity for Racialized

Members

Calling all racialized MTS members interested in exploring leadership. Join us for a
leadership symposium for racialized people by racialized people.

This leadership seminar is for racialized members, MTS members who self-identify as
Indigenous, Black or people of colour.

Dates: Friday, April 11, 2025, and Saturday, April 12, 2025

Conference fee: $30 (includes dinner Friday and lunch Saturday)

Location: The Manitoba Teachers’ Society McMaster House (auditorium)
https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2025/01/08/colour-of-courage-symposium/

www.sotamb.org

Check the MTS
Website
(www.mbteach.org)
for more on the
following:

WOMEN AND
LEADERSHIP

Are you interested in
exploring trends and issues
in leadership with your
colleagues? MTS has made
available six books complete
with discussion guides and
prompts.
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VINNIPES, ME | MAY 13 - MaY 16| 2025

CAP 2025 Conference
Canadian Association of
Principals (CAP)
Winnipeg
May 13- May 16, 2025



https://www.mbteach.org/mtscms/2023/12/21/wal-book-study/
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Nominations Call SOTA Executive 25/26

Who can be on SOTA Executive?

Any interested SOTA Member can put their name forward for any
position on SOTA Executive

What does the SOTA Executive do?
The SOTA Executive actively supports the working lives of all

members in various ways. They monitor the political landscape of
education not only in Seven Oaks, but locally, provincially, and

nationally.

How much time is required?

Executive meets the first Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm. SOTA
Council meets the third Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm

Why might executive be right for me?
Have you ever...
Felt like you want to know more about being a member in SOTA?
Felt like your voice needs to be heard?
Felt like giving back to your colleagues from the past, present and
future?
Wanted to make a difference in working lives of SOTA members

SOTA Executive may be right for You!

Deadline for Nominations:
First Slate: Tuesday, March 11th, 2025 @ 9:00 am
Second slate: Tuesday, April 8th, 2025 @ 4:00 pm

get involved

in V?ur union

i ¥
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SOTA Night at the WPG Jets

On Friday,
January 24,
134 SOTA
Members,
together with
family and
friends,
watched the
Winnipeg Jets
take on the
Utah Hockey
club.

Thank you to
all SOTA
members for

making SOTA
Jets Night a
great one!

Watch for
more SOTA
events coming
in the Spring!

'SOTA

#70aksteachers




Winter Word
Scramble
Winners

15t Prize Bundles:

Kristen Myska
Kim McDonald
Cory Ruppenthal
Kina Wong
Uma Sharma

2"d Prizes:

Charlene Eckert

Romana Suchy

Saundra Lubkey
Kari White
Nikki Tell

Spot the Error
Winners:

Shelley Torz
Carrie Doerkson
Judy Forbes
Jatinder Jaura

‘ www.sotamb.org




2024-2025 SOTA Dates

Meetings
& Events

February 2025
4t~ SOTA Executive
25t - SOTA Council Meeting- Virtual

March 2025 Each school or
4th_ SOTA Executive workplace is allowed
one councillor for each
18t - SOTA Council Meeting- Collége Garden City Collegiate ten members and at
Library least one alternate for
. every two councillors.
Aprll 2025 One councillor shall be
8th - SOTA Executive designated the Head
22" - SOTA Council Meeting- Collége Garden City Collegiate Councillor.
Library Join us at Council,
May 2025 typically the third

Tuesday of each month.

6t - SOTA Executive
13% - SOTA Council Meeting- Collége Garden City Collegiate
Library

June 2025

374 - SOTA Executive
17t - SOTA Council Meeting- Collége Garden City Collegiate

Library SOTA office

President

/ \ Jeff Cieszecki
Just a
Vice President

reminder...

R/ i

www.sotamb.org
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