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From the President 
 

Provincial Bargaining and 
Workload Survey 

The Manitoba Teachers’ Society 
is working to negotiate a new 
provincial collective agreement. 
An impasse was reached on June 
13, 2024 with the Employers’ 
Organization. As a result of the 
impasse, MTS has applied for 
binding interest arbitration. 
Arbitration hearing dates will 
begin in October 2024 and wrap 
up in December 2024 with an 
award to be announced in 2025. 

In preparation for interest 
arbitration, MTS is conducting its 
Workload Survey from February 
1st to February 29th, 2024. It is 
imperative that SOTA members 
complete the survey to reflect 
our local issues and concerns. 
Our data will be incorporated 
into preparing the positions and 
arguments for the upcoming 
interest arbitration hearings. 
SOTA’s voice can be heard with 
your participation in the survey.  

The survey will take 10-15 

minutes to complete and is 

available in both English and 

French. Here is the link to the 

survey: 

https://memberlink.mbteach

.org/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%

2fdefault.aspx 

 

Jeff Cieszecki 
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SOTA/Board PD Fund Q&A 
How much funding am I eligible for 

this year? 
You may be approved for funding for up to 
TWO activities per year not including 
Educational Leave and the MTS PD Day. 
(Out-of-Province eligibility is once every 
three years) 
How do I apply to the SOTA/Board 

PD Fund? 
1) Log into Employee Connect.  
2) On your Profile click on Absence, then 
from the drop-down menu click on Leave 
Request. 
3) Select from the Add Leave Type menu 
(choices are PD Board/SOTA Out of 
Province Conference, PD Board/SOTA In  
Province Conference, or PD Board/SOTA  

or PD Board/SOTA In Province Workshop) 
and click on the Add button. 
4) On the next screen:  
• Please note that all fields with an asterisk* 
are mandatory  

How much Out of Province funding can 

I receive? 
A maximum of $2750 Canadian may be 
granted per OOP application (plus sub 
costs). 

How many members from the same 

school can attend an Out of Province 

PD?  

Limit of 4 approved applications per 
school/site for the same conference or 
workshop. 
 

Out of Province Funding 
 

The Joint Board/SOTA PD fund allocates 45% of the total fund 
for Out of Province. This funding is available for members to 

attend a conference in Canada or the continental United 
States once every three years. 

Requests for Out of Province funding must be made by the 

first school day of the month for all conferences and 

workshops occurring in the next month. 

For example: if you wish to attend a conference occurring on 

February 15th, then your funding application must be received 

by the Board/SOTA P.D. Funding Committee by the first school 

day in January. 

When applying for Out of Province funding, the rationale 

included in your application must address: 

i) How does attending this PD inform your practice? 
ii) How does attending this PD impact your work in Seven 

Oaks? 
For the complete guidelines and tuition information, please go 

to the SOTA website at http://www.sotamb.org/sotaboard-pd-

fund.html 
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2019 Fall Reception 

 

 

SOTA is on 

Instagram 

Our SOTA Instagram 

has posts and 

stories about the 

latest news and 

events about our 

association. 

Follow us using the 

QR code below: 

 

 

Post your I Love to 

Read book 

suggestions to 

Instagram! 

#sotareading 

 

All posting members 

will be entered into 

the draw for a gift 

card and SOTA 

phone holder! 

 

 

 

I Love to Read Month  
 

Would you like to win your very own SOTA Squishy Phone 

Holder and a Tim Horton’s gift card? Post your reading 

suggestions for SOTA members on the SOTA Instagram 

#sotareading or email your book photo to 

vicepresident@sota.mbteach.org! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

        

SOTA Communications
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Check the MTS 

Website 

(www.mbteach.org) 

for more on the 

following:  

 

 

The Manitoba Teachers’ 

Society has made available 

six books complete with 

discussion guides and 

prompts 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15 and 16, 2024 

Keynotes: 

Keith Macpherson 
Kawser Ahmed 

Anna Maria Tremonti 

MTS Events

www.sotamb.org 

Building Capacity, Confidence and Voice 

The symposium brings women and gender diverse members together to network, 

dialogue, collaborate and learn from each other. 

Dates: Friday, March 1, 2024 and Saturday, March 2, 2024 

Conference fee: $100 (members) $150 (non-members) 

Location: The Manitoba Teachers’ Society McMaster House (auditorium) 

 

Stop the Violence: 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and Two Spirit 
Time: 
Apr 10, 2024 | 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 
896 2249 2286 
Passcode: 
970765 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89622492286?pwd=djVXbkF0STZoaWVTK0p6MkJpSGk1UT09
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Nominations Call SOTA Executive 24/25

Who can be on SOTA Executive? 

Any interested SOTA Member can put their name forward for any 

position on SOTA Executive. 

What does the SOTA Executive do? 
The SOTA Executive actively supports the working lives of all 

members in various ways. They monitor the political landscape of 

education not only in Seven Oaks, but locally, provincially, and 

nationally. 

How much time is required? 
Executive meets the first Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm. SOTA 

Council meets the third Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm. 

Why might executive be right for me? 
Have you ever… 

Felt like you want to know more about being a member in SOTA? 

Felt like your voice needs to be heard? 

Felt like giving back to your colleagues from the past, present and 

future? 

Wanted to make a difference in working lives of SOTA members… 
 

Then SOTA Executive may be right for You!  
 

Deadline for Nominations: 

First Slate:  Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 @ 9am 

Second slate:  Tuesday, April 9th, 2024 @ 4pm 
 

 

Nominations 

or questions 

can be sent to 

Kristen 

Koshelanyk, 

Nominations 

Chair at: 

kristen.koshelanyk

@7oaks.org 

 

Executive 

positions include: 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

President 

Vice President 

9 Members-at-

Large 

 

mailto:kristen.koshelanyk@7oaks.org
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SOTA WEAR

Visit the online store: https://www.hitekpm.com/sr/3494866 

Orders accepted: January 23, 2024, to February 23, 2024 

Include your school’s name under “Company” area when checking out 

SOTA Office will distribute items to worksites 

https://www.hitekpm.com/sr/3494866


 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready for some hockey? 

Registration is now open and space for teams is limited. Teams will enjoy 

three fun hockey games over the course of the weekend and a banquet on 

Saturday evening that includes dinner, entertainment, and prizes. 
SOTA allocates twice the amount of one entry fee to be divided equally by the 

number of SOTA teams wishing to enter.  
Teams can register at https://forms.gle/1QWhpMScjABqw5EL8 or use the QR 

code.  

Registration deadline is March 8, 2024.  
*SOTA members looking to join a team can email office@sota.mbteach.org* 

SOTA EVENTS
 

www.sotamb.org 

March 4, 2024 

Introduction to 

Ukulele 

Join the 

Wellness 

committee for a 

free wellness 

through music 

opportunity! 

Time: 

4:30-5:50 pm 

Location: 

AE Wright 

1520 Jefferson 

Ave 

 

April 25, 2024 

Empowering 

Educators for 

Equity:  

A Social Justice 

Networking 

Event 

Time:  

5:00-7:00 pm 

Location:  

Kilter Brewery 

450 

Deschambault 

 

https://forms.gle/1QWhpMScjABqw5EL8


April 2024 

2nd - SOTA Executive 

16th - SOTA Council Meeting- 

Collège Garden City Collegiate 

Library 

 

May 2024 

7th - SOTA Executive 

14th - SOTA Council Meeting- 

Collège Garden City Collegiate 

Library 

24-25th- MTS Provincial Council 

 

June 2024 

4th - SOTA Executive  

18th - SOTA Council Meeting- 

Collège Garden City Collegiate 

Library 

  

 

 

 

 

2023-2024 SOTA Dates
 

 

 

 

SOTA Council 

Each school or 

workplace is allowed 

one councillor for each 

ten members and at 

least one alternate for 

every two councillors. 

One councillor shall be 

designated the Head 

Councillor. 

 

Join us at Council, 

typically the third 

Tuesday of each month. 

 

 Get involved 

with SOTA 

Council! 

Contact Us  

SOTA office 
204-985-6120  

 
President  

Jeff Cieszecki   

president@sota. 

mbteach.org 

 

Vice President  

Karen Vaarmeyer  

vicepresident@sota. 

mbteach.org  

 

All matters will be dealt 

with in confidence. 

 

Manitoba Teachers’ Society 

general switchboard: 

204-888-7961 

February 2024 

6th - SOTA Executive 

20st - SOTA Council Meeting 

(virtual)* 

 

March 2024 

5th - SOTA Executive 

19th - SOTA Council Meeting- 

Collège Garden City Collegiate 

Library 

 

 

 

 

*Signed virtual agreement 

required to attend online 

council meeting- email 

president@sota.mbteach.org to 

receive a virtual agreement 

www.sotamb.org 
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